DOCTRINE  OF  NECESSITY ACCORDING TO  MARX
still less of a socialist party.   Nobody is likely to found
a party to bring about spring or summer.
Feeling, however, or we might even say, knowing,
though they do not own up to it, that their theory is
false, knowing, moreover, from practical experience that
very few human actions are automatic, that they are
generally brought about by some previous mental or
psychic process, they adopt a different method. Being
perfectly aware that in order to erect a socialistic system
of economy on the basis of certain existing conditions of
production, men must first be imbued with a socialistic
ideology, they display an indefatigable activity in pro-
pagating this ideology, though, if their theory were true,
they might spare themselves their pains. Nobody ever
made any propaganda for the capitalistic order of society,
and yet it came; and nobody knew beforehand that it
was necessary and would come.
That a past event was necessary stands to reason;
to know this is not to have any special knowledge. To
know that a future event which is not of regular occur-
rence is necessary, is to be a prophet. Now, prophecy
and belief may be highly important elements of human
life and history, yet they do not belong to the sphere
of science. Moreover, the prophecies differ substantially
from each other. Marx is of opinion that the state will
be abolished in the future order of society, Labriola,
Strachey and others are of the same opinion; Cunow
and other socialists think differently on the subject.
All that happens and exists is necessary; we need
no one to tell us this, or to investigate whether it is true
or not. All that is going to happen in the future, will
be equally necessary, but we do not know what is going
to happen of necessity. We may imagine or believe and
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